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SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $63 MILLION FOR JULY-OCTOBER 1982 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $63 million for July-October 
1982, 26 percent above last year. Exports for October of $23.4 million were 
32 percent above October 1981. 


Forage seed exports totaled $16.3 million, 12 percent above July-October 
1981, but October exports of $5.7 million lagged 7 percent below a year 
earlier. Alfalfa seed shipments continued below a year ago, totaling $4.1 
million, a 32-percent decrease. Ryegrass exports were also down, totaling 
$1.9 million. Kentucky bluegrass, clover and fescue seed exports did well, 
totaling $1.6 million, $1.5 million and $1.5 million, respectively, for the 
four-month period. 


Vegetable seed exports continued well, totaling $27.9 million, up 36 percent 
for the July-October period and $10.7 million, up 43 percent for the month 
of October. Largest vegetable seed items exported were onion, radish, 
cucumber, pea and bean seeds, each totaling more than $2 million for this 
first third of the marketing year. Major markets for vegetable seeds were 
Mexico, Japan and the Netherlands, with seeds valued at $4.8 million, $3.9 
million and $2.1 million shipped to each, respectively. October was an 
active month with $10.7 million of vegetable seeds shipped, up 43 percent 
from October 1981. 


Corn seed moved well this year, totaling $4.6 million, up 41 percent through 
October. Principal markets were France and Italy, with shipments valued at 
$2.1 million and $1.2 million, respectively. Grain sorghum seed exports 
totaled $4.3 million, an increase of 15 percent above July-October 1981. 


Exports of seeds to the European Community (EC) increased 91 percent to 
$15.8 million for the July-October period. Vegetable seeds valued at $6.4 
million, forage seeds valued at $3.7 million and corn seed valued at $3.4 
million were included in the exports to the EC. 


Mexico continued as the largest individual market for U.S. seeds for 
planting, totaling $9.0 million for the July-October 1982 period. Japan was 
second with $6.2 million, followed by Saudi Arabia, France and Italy with 
totals of $5.6 million, $4.1 million and $3.9 million, respectively. 


Trade Alert 


Malaysia: Producer wishes to buy true botanical potato seeds sufficient to 
plant 50 hectares. Quotations are requested c.i.f. (air shipment) Kota 
Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia, for prompt delivery. Contact: Dr. Bobby Tee, 
Technical Advisor, Korporasi Pembanqunan Desa, Lock Bag 86, Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah, Malaysia. Telex: SAMAKK MA 80234. Cable: DESA. Telephone: 33911. 


Costa Rica: Importer requests f.o.b. quotation for January delivery on 
sufficient garlic seed (botanical seeds) to plant trials of 50 square meters 
per variety. Seed must be of 80 percent or better germination, free of 
diseases and treated with fungicides and insecticides. Packing should be in 
cans or plastic bags. Phytosanitary certificates are required. Commercial 
seed purchases will be made following successful tests. Bank Reference: 
Marine Midland Bank, Miami. Contact:Jose Antonio Madriz, Cafesa, P.O. Box 
4588, San Jose, Costa Rica. Telex: 2104 CAFESA. Cable: CAFESA. Telephone: 
32-22-55. 


Somalia: Company wishes to buy 2 tons tomato seeds, 2 tons cauliflower 
seeds, 500 kilograms lettuce seeds, 100 kilograms eggplant seeds and 500 
kilograms parsley seeds for delivery before July 1983. Seeds should be 
packed in 1 pound or 1 kilogram cans. Quotations are requested f.o.b. or 
cei.f. port of Berbera, Somalia. Bank Reference: Somalian National Bank, 
General Daoud Street, Mogadishu, Somalia. Contact: Jamal Ziad Ali, Jamal 
Corporation, P. 0. Box 130, Mogadishu, Somalia. Telex: 39200 SU MA. 
Telephone: 22925. 


Netherlands: Trader requests c.i.f. Lisbon (Portugal) quotation on 10 
kilograms botanical potato seed. Seed must be hybrid and uniform in 
phenotype (no musky varieties). Delivery must be certified January/February 
1983. Bank Reference: Amro Bank, Deventer. Contact: Po. C. Ginjaar, De 
Aardapple Specialist, Singel 11, 7411 4V Deventer, Netherlands. Telex: 
49030 (Amro Bank). Telephone: 5700-15353. 


France: Company in Paris requests c.i.f. Jeddah (Saudi Arabia) quotation on 
150 tons Yecora Rojo wheat seed for early September 1983 shipment. 

Packaging should be in 50-kilogram bags with double coating (vegetal and 
plyethylene). Bank Reference: Banque "Al Saudi Bank" 43, Avenue George-V, 
75008 Paris. Contact: Bertrand De Riviers, Technical Manager, Elf Cereals 
Development, E.C. D. 38, Rue Francois ler 75008, Paris. Telex: 611 795F 
ELFCED. Telephone: (33) (1) 723-97-40. 
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